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Why Work? 


If you want to keep in mind what 
is really causing most of the rest- 
less turmoil in today’s industrial 
scene, it would almost pay to 
memorize these figures: 

Only 47 per cent of American 
workers believe that hard work 
will win promotion or advance- 
ment, while 40.5 per cent say that 
hard work gains nothing for a 
worker. When the question was 
asked of Negroes, 44.9 per cent 
said that they believed hard work 
wouldn’t pay. 

The mechanization of industry 
has deprived half of our workers 
of the joy of craftsmanship. Amer- 
ican mass production has given us 
innumerable comforts and luxuries, 
but it has robbed workers of in- 
teresting or even tolerable jobs. 
Less than half of them feel that 
the years ahead offer any chance 
for advancement, and only 40 per 
cent have the incentive of feeling 
that hard work on their part will 
bring promotion. 

The only cure for this basic and 
fundamental situation is spiritual. 
The restoration to industry of the 
supreme importance of the worth 
of the individual and of pride and 
joy in craftsmanship can _ be 
achieved only by greater sharing 
of the products of our vastly 
mechanized technological methods. 
Only a rediscovery of the human 
soul and a rediscovery of the gos- 
pel and miracle of sharing will 
bring industrial peace. 


Need for Confession 


In an amazing facing of facts, 
the National Catholic Conference 
on Family Life, in session recent- 
ly, was told by Bishop John F. 
Noll of Fort Wayne, Indiana, that 
“nearly all the evils of society 
prevail most where we [Catholics] 
live and not where Protestants 
live.” 

Protestantism is strongest in 
the rural areas, the bishop said. 
Eighty per cent of Protestantism 
is rural. In the fifty largest cities 
of the country, Catholics outnum- 
ber Protestants by 20,000,000 to 
7,000,000. 

“And it is in rural America 
where family ‘ife is most whole- 
some and where the divorce rate 
is low,” declared Bishop Noll. “On 
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y , \eaprwonianet SCHOOL TEACHERS in many cities have been strik- 


ing courageously, hoping to draw the public’s attention to the 
pitiful condition of our educational system, All the fuming against 
these strikes has not erased the shameful record revealing what is 
basically wrong: This country spends over seven billion dollars a year 
on liquor, about four billion a year on racetracks and cosmetics, and 
only two and a half billion on education! We hear a lot about Amer- 
ica’s standard of values .. . Well, here it is in plain black and white 
and in bard dollars and cents... We rate our booze first, our race 
horses and lipstick next,—and the children third. 


X-Ray and Forecast 


HAT WILL OUR NEW FOREIGN POLICY BRING? Ameri- 

can life is going to experience new sharp divisions of opinion 
and new outbursts of fear, hatred, distrust and racial conflict. The 
wave of bold action against Russia will bring to a cutting edge the 
differences in American thought. 

Religious problems are going to be emphasized, for the Roman 
Catholic Church in its anti-Russia policy has had its dream come true. 
American tax dollars will now support the Vatican’s war on Russia. 
Protestants, detesting communism as much as Catholics but realizing 
that there are millions of Christians in Russia (which the Roman 
Church will not concede since few Russian Christians are Roman 
Catholics), fear the day that Christian will again be set against Chris- 
tian and civilization once more hurled into a morass of helplessness 
and failure. 

Anti-Semitism will greatly increase because many Jews have been 
strongly pro-Soviet and thousands of American gentiles have been 
made to believe that the bolshevik revolution has been and still is a 
“Jewish international program.” This despite the fact that there is 
only ONE Jew in the inner group of thirteen or fourteen men which 
controls Russia with an iron hand today. 

The new program against Russia also splits the little business man 
from the larger business interests, Large business concerns gained great- 
ly out of the past war . . . Never were the words, “Unto him that 
hath, it shall be given, and from him that hath not, it shall be taken 
away,” more completely true than in World War II. And the little 
business man, who saw all the big contracts and priorities go to the 
big corporations, knows that a war with Russia will bring economic 
totalitarianism to America. Large business interests will sincerely and 
heatedly deny that they want war with Russia, but it has been the 
pressure of large industrial and financial interests that has forced ac- 
tion against Russia—along with pressure from the Vatican. The great 
financial and industrial interests, with their huge investments in the 
Mediterranean, Near East and Asia, are the ones that are feeling the 
pinch of Russian pressures, and it is only normal and human that they 
would desire the United States government, to which they have paid 
billions of dollars in taxes, to take stronger action to limit and de- 
crease this pressure. 

The bold policy against Russia will sharply emphasize the sub- 
ordination of civilian rights to the control of the military, the well- 
being of the average “little man” to the interests and power of our 

(continued on next page) 





Oil and the Navy 


James A. Moffett, prominent oil 
executive who has brought suit 
against the Arabian-American Oil 
Company for fees totalling several 
million which he claims are his 
share for arranging “a fix” for the 
Near East American-British oil 
monopolies (Between The Lines, 
March 3, 1947), has taken the lid 
off another scandal. Mr. Moffett tes- 
tifies that he arranged the “fix” 
so that the six million dollar pay- 
ments, demanded by the Arabian 
king from the oil companies to 
hold their leases open during the 
war years, would be paid out of 
American taxpayers’ dollars in- 
stead of from the oil company’s 
treasury. 

Mr. Moffett is now demanding 
a congressional investigation of the 
secret transactions carried on by 
these same oil companies and the 
American Navy, through which, he 
states, the American taxpayer 
was again robbed of many millions. 
He reports—anq he ought to know, 
for he was a high official of the 
company at the time—that the 
great Arabian-American Oil Com- 
pany charged the United States 
Navy exorbitant and unwarranted 
rates for fuel oil, 

While most papers suppressed 
these reports, The New York 
Times gave them some coverage. 
For instance, the New York paper 
quoted Mr. Moffett as saying: 

“The memorandum which I sub- 
mitted to the President contain- 
ing the offer was drafted by the 
officials of the Arabian-American 
Oil Company, and they certainly 
anticipated, in making such an of- 
fer at those prices, that they would 
realize a handsome profit out of 
the sale.” 

Mr. Moffett said that illness kept 
him from following the subsequent 
negotiations closely, but that “re- 
cent investigation has disclosed 
that the Navy contract which fin- 
ally was entered into with the 
Arabian-American company pro- 
vided for the payment by the Navy 
of prices far in excess of those 
contained in my written offer to 
the President and the Secretary 
of the Navy. 

“I do not have all of the figures 
for all of the years involved,” he 
said. “I have no doubt that a 
complete investigation by the Sen- 
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Oil and the Navy 


(continued) 


ate of the United States will reveal 
a shocking picture of over-reach- 
ing or worse on the part of the 
oil companies and the grossest 
kind of negligence on the part of 
,contracting officers of the Navy. 

“In this connection it is both 
striking, and I think significant, 
that former Navy and Army of- 
ficers who, while in uniform, were 
in a position to affect government 
policies in connection with Ara- 
bian-American Oil Company deal- 
ings are now holding important 
and lucrative positions with subsi- 
diaries and affiliates of the Stand- 
ard Oil Company of California and 
the Texas Company, joint owners 
of Arabian-American Oil.” (Bold 
type ours. Ed.) 

Here we have another glimpse 
of the kind of dealings that have 
characterized the behind the 
scenes actions of the giant oil 
companies which have been, and 
still are, dominant in the shaping 
of American foreign policy. As we 
have pointed out repeatedly, these 
manipulations of oil resources have 
been taking place just as UN plans 
for international contro] of world 
raw materials are being formu- 
lated. Not only are the negotia- 
tions of American and British oil 
companies undermining the foun- 
dations of the new peace structure, 
they are also adding to their guilt 
by combating proposals for an in- 
ternational control over oil that 
would insure each nation a just 
and fair share of and access to this 
important product. 


Need for Confession 
(continued) 

the other hand, where the bulk of 
Catholics live, one-half of the 
marriages end in divorce, It is 
where they live that the big mo- 
tion-picture houses are located, 
the filthy magazine racks, the tav- 
erns and gambling halls.” 

Since Catholics constitute from 
one-third to two-thirds of urban 
population, he said, they should 
“long have been exerting leader- 
ship as campaigners for Christ.” 

Now if this spirit of confession 
and challenge emphasized by 
Bishop Noll could be widely dup- 
licated by confessions and sweep- 
ing challenges on the part of 
Protestant leaders concerning our 
failures, a spiritual revival would 
soon be felt in America. The van- 
ishing family altar, the sad de- 
crease in many areas of atten- 
dance in Sunday school and church, 
prolonged, stupid and bitter inter- 
denominational strife, racial bigot- 
ry aud other blights from which the 
Protestant church suffers, all need 
to be faced in a new wave of frank- 
ness. Yes, Protestants also have 
much to confess! 


Ruble Value 


The military leaders of America 
are doing their utmost to use the 
present American-Russian tensions 
to promote the acceptance of uni- 
versal military conscription by the 
American people. There is con- 
siderable deception behind these 
tactics. For instance, our War 
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X-Ray and Forecast (continued) 


military oligarchy. There has never been a time in American history 
when, during peace, the military has held such controls over the 
nation as today. There is also abundant evidence that the military 
leaders of America, who have worked themselves into almost every 
key diplomatic post of importance, have used their positions to in- 
crease Russian-American tensions and are using this situation to pro- 
mote universal military training—which, when once established, will 
fasten permanently the control of the military on our civilian life. 

If you favor conscription, you should still keep in mind the fact 
that the establishment of a universal military training program means 
the establishment of universal military controls over American life. 

The new policy against Russia will increase the suppression of 
news and the warping of news reports. Already BETWEEN THE LINES 
is feeling this increased pressure. “You can’t print that,” is going to 
be ringing in our ears more and more. The great commercial inter- 
ests, which control advertising on the air and in the press, are linked 
closely with the military oligarchy of America simply because the 
Army and Navy are their best customers. Those billions of dollars of ex- 
penditures tie the armed forces heart and soul to big business. So, 
with the pressure of military controls on our commercial world great- 
ly increased and the continued control of the press and radio through 
big business advertising intensified, what the American people get 
from now on in the way of news will come through a fine screen of 
censorship and news “angling.” 

These are a few of the developments that are now taking place 
behind the scenes as a result of our foreign policy program. They will 
affect in an intimate way the lives of all. 

And here are some other important things that the American 
public has mot been told about the front against Russia. When our 
leaders speak of “the democratic government of Greece,” they are in- 
dulging in what amounts to an absolute falsehood. The Greek gov- 
ernment is not democratic. The present Greek king, whom the British 
forced on the Greeks, maintained a full-fledged fascist dictatorship 
before the war and installed concentration camps throughout the 
country for his political opponents. His return was fostered by a pup- 
pet royalist govergment, financed by British gold and armed with Brit- 
ish weapons, and his supporters did not hesitate to fire on the throngs 
that filled the streets of Athens to protest the reestablishment of the 
old aristocracy. 

It is widely known in diplomatic circles that the Greek people 
did not want the communists to come to power and that, with equal 
vehemence, they did not want the fascist aristocracy returned. They 
wanted a middle road democracy with both the communists and the 
old king and his crowd kept out. But, instead of helping the Greek 
people find a middle way, Churchill moved in the British Army and, 
in the election last year which you heard so much about, they were 
forced to choose between the king and the communists. They chose 
the king, but they didn’t want either. The great bulk of the people 
were given no choice, no voice; they were caught between the power- 
ful, left wing, Moscow-backed forces and the British-backed extreme 
rightists, 

Now the big question is, will the pouring in of millions of Amer- 
ican dollars be used to back up the old rotten regime that was forced 
on the middle class majority of Greeks? The same situation prevails 
in Turkey and the Near East. Will we try to block Russia by support- 
ing these old tyrannies? 

In view of the great amount of evasiveness and misrepresenta- 
tion of the facts now going on in official circles, there is great danger 
that this will be the case. How long will our dollars be able to bolster 
the decadent regimes whose survival has been made possible by the 
surrender of their resources to the control and exploitation of western 
capital? We have many good reasons for wanting to stop the spread 
of communism and the tyranny of the Soviet, but can we do it by 
pouring in dollars to support the old despotism of the past? 

The only way to stop Russian expansion is to surround Russia 
with a program of economic democracy and social reform that will 
leave the Russians marooned on an island of their own tyranny and 
poverty. As long as Russia itself is surrounded by poverty and tyr- 
anny, the Russian people can know no other world. But if we can 
encircle Russia with a new day of economic justice and social prog- 
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Ruble Value 


(continued) 
Department propaganda claims 
that Russia is spending $13,400,- 
000,000 on its defense program this 
year as over against $11,000,000,- 
000 for United States military 
preparations. 

In this War Department story 
is a very slick bit of figuring. 
There are two kinds of rubles in 
Russia. One, the official interna- 
tional ruble, is worth one-fifth of 
an American dollar, the other 
ruble, the domestic unit, is never 
used outside of Russia ang has a 
value of approximately one-twelfth 
of a dollar. It is in terms of these 
12 to one rubles that the Russian 
government speaks of its internal 
and military budgets, 

However, the American military 
leaders deliberately did their fig- 
uring on the basis of the five to 
one ruble and ignored the well- 
known fact that all Russian gov- 
ernment expenditures are spoken 
of in terms ‘of the 12 to one 
domestic ruble. Hence the Russian 
budget could be made to appear 
to exceed ours, when in reality, 
the Russian military budget is ap- 
proximately $5,000,000,000 when 
figured the right way in terms of 
the original 67 billion ruble fig- 
ure. But the American people 
dare not be allowed to know that 
Russia is spending less than half 
the amount the American govern- 
ment is spending! 

Also did you know that the lead- 
ing organization of World War II 
veterans has opposed conscription 
- . + in contrast to the American 
Legion, dominated by the old 
timers of World War I who are 
hell-bent for universal military 
training ? 

And did you know that the vol- 
unteer system for both the Army 
and Navy has operated with such 
success that the Army and Navy 
now have waiting lists of volun- 
teers? More men want to get into 
the services than can be taken care 
of... yet this fact is suppressed 
and the big campaign for conscrip- 
tion continues. 

Nearly all educational organiza- 
tions are against conscription, as 
are most labor bodies and church 
societies throughout America. 
However, the various sample polls 
have come out with findings that 
tend to show the public overwhelm- 
ingly for conscription; yet, ag is 
generally conceded, results on 
such polls depend largely on how 
you ask the questions! 

Whether our readers are for or 
against conscription, we feel it is 
important at least to know both 
sides of the question—and that is 
very difficult now with only one 
side being given to the public. 


Britain’s Mines 


The press and radio for the most 
part did everything possible to 
make the recent coal and power 
emergency in England look as 
though it were due entirely to the 
shortcomings of the London Labor- 
ite government. Considerable effort. 
was made to point up the incident 
as a warning to Americans that 
government control and economic 
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Britain’s Mines 
(continued) 
planning by the state was to 
blame for what happened in Eng- 
land, 

We are not interesteg in defend- 
ing socialism as it is practiced in 
England or any place else, but we 
are interested in the truth and the 
truth is that the trouble in Eng- 
land was due chiefly to the dread- 
ful state of inefficiency and de- 
terioration the British coal mines 
had got into during years of ex- 
ploitation by private ownership. 
Coupled with this wretched con- 
dition of the industry, which 
caused thousands of miners to de- 
sert the pits for other occupations, 
is the well-known fact that Eng- 
land has had the most severe win- 
ter in a hundred years. 

Socialism would probably not 
have come to England if private 
ownership in housing, mining, 
public power and other basic in- 
dustries had ceased trying to 
squeeze the last shilling of profit 
from their private investments and 
had made some sacrifice for mod- 
ernization, reconditioning and other 
progressive measures looking to 
the future. 


Republican Split 


A recent statement by Senator 
George D. Aiken of Vermont, an 
outstanding leader in the Repub- 
lican Party, gives an idea of the 
depth in the split in Republican 
ranks between “the old guard,” 
who are serving their Wall Street 
connections, and the other party 
leaders who seek to serve the 
people. Mr, Aiken’s statement, 
which rang from the floor of the 
Senate but was ignored bY’ press 
and radio except for a few labor 
periodicals, explained the Repub- 
lican victory as resulting from 
the fact that the people “had been 
persecuted by bureaucratic orders 
and petty government tyrannies 
to a point that was no longer en- 
durable . . . so they turned to the 
Republican party as the only means 
of escape.” 

The only mandate the people 
gave, said the Republican Senator, 
“was for efficient and progressive 
government for all the people. 
They gave no mandate to block de- 
velopment of atomic energy for 
industrial purposes or to turn the 
benefits of such development over 
to a little group of ruthless and 
greedy men who would control all 
the sources of power in the United 
States and of the whole world, if 
possible. 

“They gave no mandate to give 
away our oil reserves before the 
Supreme Court can render a de- 
cision as to the ownership of those 
reserves. They gave no mandate to 
set the railroads of America and 
other businesses controlled by 
great financial interests above the 
provisions of the anti-trust laws. 

“They gave no mandate to cut 
the taxes of the rich 20 per cent 
and leave the great burden of 
taxes on the shoulders of those 
least able to bear it. They gave 
no mandate to weaken or destroy 
the Rural Electrification Adminis- 
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TRYING TO GET SOMETHING FOR NOTHING 
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There are many people who are critical of the church and indifferent 
to its claims upon their lives but who have been very careful to place their 
investments in communities that are blessed by the church’s influence. They 
won't go to church themselves but they are careful to buy their homes 
where there are churches to give their children the benefit of good moral 
environments. They won't support the church but they have been careful 
to locate their businesses where the influence of the church guarantees a 
high moral and economic stability which makes trade prosper. In short, 
they draw heavily upon a Christian society for their well being but refuse 
to give back anything to support that which sustains them. This load of 
selfishness severely weakens the ministry of the church to the needs of the 
community around it. 





X-Ray and Ferecast (continued) 


ress, the Russian people will inevitably be aroused by the contrast be- 
tween their own political and economic slavery and the enlightened 
world arising around them. 

That is the one and only way we can stop the communist revo- 
lution. But because giant oil: companies, great shipping corporations 
and scores of other American and British commercial interests are 
carrying on extremely profitable enterprises in the depressed areas 
surrounding Russia, the big aim is to use the dollar now and the men 
later, if need be, to protect the status quo against Russian pressure. . . 
when the perpetuation of the status quo with its poverty, inequalities 
and suppression of progress is the one way that makes the expansion 
of chaos, and hence communism, inevitable. 


S BIG BUSINESS BAD? In reporting economic trends behind the 
scenes, we often refer to the fact that big business does things 
that are detrimental to the interests of real free enterprise and eco- 
nomic democracy. We do this, not because big business is inherently 
bad, but because some large businesses are determinedly undemocratic 
and unchristian in their policies, Many large business organizations 
have set fine examples of high character in the conduct of their af- 
fairs. We have often reported their achievements in labor-manage- 
ment relations and their wholesome progressive social viewpoints. We 
have repeatedly called the attention of our readers to the alert and 
forward-looking policies of such business leaders as Paul Hoffman of 
the Studebaker Corporation, Eric Johnston, former president of the 
United States Chamber of Commerce, Robert R. Young, multimillion- 
aire railroad executive and many others. Hence, BETWEEN THE LINES 
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Republican Split 
(continued) 

tration or the Tennessee Valley 
Authority, nor to repudiate a 
solemn agreement made to the 
farmers as an incentive to greater 
production, nor to create an ar- 
tificial food scarcity in order that 
high prices might be artificially 
maintained, 

“And they gave no mandate to 
take from the American working 
man his high standard of living 
and his right to organize effective- 
ly to maintain that standard.” 

Mr. Aiken represents the kind 
of Republican leadership that is 
forward looking, intelligent and 
courageous. He, Senator Wayne 
Morse and a few others are fight- 
ing against the crushing pressure 
of large business interests which 
are using the Republican victory 
to put America back under the 
monopoly controls of few giant 
banks and oil companies and other 
huge industrial corporations whose 
operative policies have done so 
much to stifle free enterprise. 


Textile Wage Increases 


The newspapers usually play up 
strikes and play down or ignore 
peaceful, constructive labor pro- 
grams. Significant advances have 
been made in the textile field re- 
cently—one of the biggest and 
most widespread industries. Ac- 
cording to Washington newsman 
Thomas L. Stokes, three big 
branches of the textile industry 
have given wage raises of $55,000,- 
000 a year to more than 200,000 
workers. These raises were ob- 
tained through management-CIO 
negotiations with no attendant 
loss of man-hours of work and 
without the need even for arbi- 
tration. 

Mr. Stokes points out that, while 
the raises help to bring textile 
workers’ pay nearer that of work- 
ers in other industries, they by no 
means give a luxurious standard 
of living. The average pay is now 
between $40 and $50 for a 40- 
hour week. 

Union leaders have found that 
Northern mill owners are more 
receptive to union arguments than 
Southern owners. Since the war, 
the CIO has been able to get 
wage-arbitration clauses only in 
about 20 per cent of their con- 
tracts in deep South textile fac- 
tories. Southern owners claim that 
living costs are lower in the South, 
therefore wages in Southern mills 
need not be equalized with those in 
Northern mills. Labor spokesmen 
say that government surveys in- 
dicate that this is not the case and 
that, where possible under existing 
contracts, the textile union will 
go to arbitration for wage in- 
creases and will seek voluntary ar- 
bitration in other cases. If arbi- 
tration is refused, then the union 
will resort to strikes. 

In speaking of the gains ‘that 
have been made, Emil Rieve, union 
president, said: 

“Wage increases in the textile 
industry in the past year prove 
one thing dramatically. That is, 
when there is mutual] understand- 
ing of the problems of the work- 
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Textile Wage Increases 
(continued) 

er and of management, and when 

there is a deep-rooted determina- 

tion to make collective bargaining 

work, it works.” 

And newsman Stokes made the 
following comment: 

“Southern mill owners | still 
holding out received much encour- 
agement in the triumph of Bilbo- 
ism and Talmadgeism in last sum- 
mer’s primaries. This, of course, 
may be only temporary * * * The 
racial issue is exploited to divide 
the poorer whites and Negroes, 
and thus serves the purposes of 
entrenched interests that are fight- 
ing unionism. Anybody who knows 
the South knows that this is the 
real issue behind all the comic 
pera * * *in Georgia. 


Railroad Reforms 


Widespread reforms in America 
will soon come in railroad financ- 
ing and operation, with improved 
service to the public, now that 
the Wall Street stranglehold on 
the American railroad system has 
been at least partially broken, For 
many years most railroads in the 
country have been owned and con- 
trolled from behind the scenes by 
two Wall Street banks—the house 
of Morgan and Kuhn, Loeb. 

During the past few years a 
fight has been waged by independ- 
ent bankers, led by Robert Young 
of Cleveland, to break the monop- 
olistic control, to modernize the 
railroads, to make them a part of 
an American system of real free 
enterprise rather than the monop- 
oly of two banks. 

Did you know that most rail- 
roads don’t even own their own 
freight cars? Most freight cars are 
built by Wall Street banks and 
are leased to railroads under the 
banker control mentioned above. 
With pyramided charges for inter- 
est, usage rentals and surcharges, 
public transportation must pay 
tribute on these cars for every 
pound of freight moved. Next time 
you see a freight car, look around 
it carefully and you will usually 
find a metal tag some place say- 
ing, “Owned by Guarantee Title 
and Trust Company,” or some oth- 
er banking name that is a front 
for the Wall Street houses which 
control the roads, The railroads 
have been bled white by this sys- 
tem and have been operated on a 
basis of financial manipulation 
first, public service second. Perhaps 
the end of that system is now in 
sight. 


Radioactivity 

Dr. Stafford L. Warren, who 
headed the medical division of the 
Manhattan atomic bomb project, 
recently told what atomic war 
will mean from a health stand- 
point as he took up his new duties 
as Dean of the Medical School of 
the University of California. He 
explained that Hiroshima and 
Nagasaki had escaped the feared 
and destructive radioactivity that 
ig the product of atomic bombing 
because the bombs dropped over 
those cities had exploded aerially, 
their lethal poison dissipating into 
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X-Ray and Forecast (:oxinued) 


has sincerely tried to keep a balanced picture of the trends of large 
business interests. 

But since the press and radio universally suppresses nearly all 
news of the undemocratic and unchristian acts of other powerful busi- 
ness interests, and since the influence of such interests is wide, it is 
the job of BETrwEEN THE Linzs to report these situations where we 
can. That does not make us anti-big business, except to the prejudiced 
mind which puts opinion above truth. 

The wide influence of a group of selfish business concerns can be 
well illustrated by a situation now coming to light. One of the most 
important anti-trust suits in the history of this nation will soon he 
filed in Federal courts against a group of Wall Street financial houses, 
charging them with the maintenance of harmful monopoly practices 
that reach out into railroad management, public utilities and commu- 
nity banks throughout the country. The manipulations of this group 
have brought great harm and weakness to the entire American free 
enterprise system. A Federal grand jury has been hearing evidence on 
this case since early last fall and will possibly bring criminal indict- 
ments as well as anti-trust suits against some of the figures in these 
corporations and financial houses. 

The jury has heard how competitive bidding in many fields was 
obstructed with huge contracts going only to the corporations in 
which the Wall Street financiers are interested, how banking syndi- 
cates have for years controlled varied industrial developments, crowd- 
ing out or forcing costly mergers upon competing smaller financial 
institutions. 

Most newspapers have suppressed the reports of this investigation 
and its findings, although the facts are well known in most newspaper 
circles. Some of the financial houses involved are Morgan; Kuhn, 
Loeb; Dillon, Read and Company; Lehman Brothers, Stone and Web- 
ster Securities. 

Another case that has just broken and which has received very 
little attention in the press for well-known reasons, is that of the in- 
ternational sulphur cartel. Keep in mind the fact that sulphur was a 
ptimary and basic commodity of the war, touching the lives of mil- 
lions who fought and died—American boys as well as others—and 
involving millions of dollars of tax money. The Federal Trade Com- 
mission recently ordered the American corporations participating in 
the international sulphur cartel to stop breaking the law in this coun- 
try in their dealings with their subsidiaries over the world. Sulphur in 
the country has been controlled by two big American sulphur pro- 
ducers, the Freeport and Texas companies, both in turn subsidiaries 
of large American oil corporations. 

According to the FTC, these two companies entered into world 
monopoly and price-fixing agreements with the only other sulphur 
producers in Italy and Norway. Under the agreement, the two Amer- 
ican corporations and an Italian combine controlled by Mussolini’s 
fascist government operated as one organization in marketing sulphur 
throughout the world. They eliminated competition and set their 
prices. Consumers paid that price or did without sulphur. This ar- 
rangement favored the Italian companies and actually decreased the 
sales of American sulphur abroad, because the American producers 
could process sulphur more cheaply than the Italians and, if oper- 
ating independently, could have given the Italians stiff competition in 
the world market. 

When a Norwegian company discovered how to make sulphur 
cheaply out of “pyrites” ore, the cartel arranged with the Norwegians 
that the new pyrites process be put “on the shelf,” thus forestalling 
any possible competition. The cartel also entered into “certain unlaw- 
ful contracts” with two smaller American sulphur producers, the FTC 
claimed, eliminating their competition so that the United States mar- 
ket, as well as foreign markets, was tightly controlled. 


If time and space were given to tracing the part this cartel played 
in the war in terms of lives and taxes, with the exorbitant prices and 
controlled scarcities, the story would be an appalling one. It is such 
business and so-called “capitalistic” activities that are destroying capi- 
talism and free enterprise today. BETWEEN THE LINEs believes thor- 
oughly in free enterprise and holds to the thesis that socialistic state 
controls would never be necessary if man’s inner controls were not 
broken down by selfishness and greed. 


Radioactivity 
(continued) 

the substratosphere. In the event 
of an atomic war, Dr. Warren 
said, the dropping of a number of 
atomic bombs would result in a 
radioactivity “rain” that would be 
capable of making a whole hem- 
isphere unlivable. 

“Our only defense aga'nst the 
atomic bomb,” he said, “is retalia- 
tion, and that’s no defense at all. 
So two nations would set about 
to wipe out each other’s resources 
in the shortest possible time. 

“Suppose we take Los Angeles 
for example. Let’s say there’s the 
usual in-shore wind blowing. 
Somebody drops a couple of big 
atomic bombs into the sea. The 
radioactive cloud rises (as it did 
at Bikini) and whips inland, car- 
rying fission material. 

“What happens? 

“Los Angeles becomes a ghost 
town, Its agricultural crops can’t 
be irrigated—the water’s contami- 
nated. Everything you touch is 
radioactive. Probably it’ll be ra- 
dioactive for generations. So—you 
move out.” 


Lewis Still Powerful 


Between periods of strike hys- 
teria, at least some small section 
of the press recovers a balanced, 
accurate viewpoint on such per- 
sonalities as John L. Lewis, An 
Associated Press man sent out the 
following report to his editors, 
very few of whom, incidentally, 
passed it on to the public. Said 
the AP writer: 

“The sharp dressing down the 
Supreme Court gave John L. Lewis 
isn’t likely to dim his prestige and 
power as a labor leader. Millions 
of workers regard him as a shaggy- 
haired gladiator in a rough-and- 
tumble fight for their cause. They 
see that fight as a continuing 
battle in which somebody often 
gets hurt. 

“Preliminary reaction of some 
western Pennsylvania coal miners 
to the recent Supreme Court de- 
cision confirm that they are 
strongly back of Lewis, that his 
hold on his union hasn’t slipped. 
True, some miners grumbled at 
losing about a fourth of their nor- 
mal working time in 1946 because 
of strikes, one of 59 days last 
spring and the second of 17 days 
last fall. But the complaints were 
never loud enough to relax Lewis’ 
iron rule over his AFL United 
Mine Workers union. 

“Neither is the decision likely 
to diminish the respect of other 
labor leaders for the 67-year-old 
Lewis. He is widely regarded as 
a potential successor, eventually, 
to William Green as head of the 
American Federation of Labor.” 

This AP writer’s frank apprais- 
al of Lewis does not dilute the 
dangers of his tyrannical] policies, 
but gives a more measured under- 
standing of his strength and the 
source of his power. This source 
is grounded in the long years of 
oppression that labor in general 
has suffered, coal miners in par- 
ticular. Higher wages and greater 
safety protection are yet to be 
won for the miner who still has 
the hardest and most dangerous 
job in modern industry. 





